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woman for pursuits out of the house 
began with a simple call. 

A century later in Congress and 
across our Nation we celebrate this 
wonderful organization that has built a 
significant and undeniable legacy of 
empowerment. The Girl Scouts of the 
USA is one of the largest educational 
organizations for girls in the world and 
seeks to foster self-reliance and re-
sourcefulness through outdoors activi-
ties and volunteerism. The leadership 
skills and sense of civic awareness nur-
tured through an array of Girl Scout-
ing activities has touched many lives, 
helping to mold strong, confident 
women. 

I am a proud cosponsor of S. Res. 310 
that designates 2012 as the ‘‘Year of the 
Girl’’ and congratulates the Girl 
Scouts of the USA on its 100th anniver-
sary. In addition, I supported legisla-
tion authorizing the minting of a com-
memorative silver dollar coin in 2013 
recognizing this centennial celebra-
tion. These honors are richly deserved 
and a fitting tribute to the Girl Scouts. 
In Michigan, where more than 53,000 
active Girl Scouts reside, there are a 
number of celebrations planned. 

Since its inception, more than 50 mil-
lion women have taken part in Girl 
Scout activities. These young women 
have made a difference in the lives of 
others and in communities across the 
nation. From a group of 18 in 1912 to an 
organization of 3.7 million today, the 
Girl Scouts has consistently sought to 
shape the lives of young women 
through fun and diverse scouting ac-
tivities. The Girls Scouts of the USA 
has stayed true to its mission to ‘‘build 
girls of courage, confidence, and char-
acter, who make the world a better 
place.’’ And we don’t have to look very 
far to see results. Impressively, near 60 
percent of women in the U.S. Senate 
and the U.S. House of Representatives 
are former Girl Scouts. Indeed, success-
ful women from all walks of life can 
surely point to their Girl Scout experi-
ence as a valuable part of their forma-
tive years. 

As we celebrate the 100th anniversary 
of the Girl Scouts of the USA, I am de-
lighted to offer my sincerest gratitude 
for the difference the Girl Scouts has 
made in the lives of young women. 
From their humble beginnings in Sa-
vannah, GA, to the impressive service 
organization we honor today, the Girl 
Scouts has had a positive impact on 
our nation. I look forward to the next 
100 years of this remarkable organiza-
tion and its members. 

TRIBUTE TO BISHOP TIMOTHY CLARKE 
Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, today 

I wish to honor Bishop Timothy Clarke 
of Columbus, OH for his 30 years of 
dedicated leadership and service to 
First Church of God. This past Sunday, 
March 11, 2012, marked both Bishop 
Clarke’s 30th year as Pastor and First 
Church of God’s 75th Anniversary. 

Bishop Clarke began his work in Jan-
uary 1974, serving as Associate Min-
ister at First Church of God in his 
hometown of Far Rockaway, NY. In 

November 1977, Bishop Clarke began 
his pastorate at York Avenue Church 
of God in Warren, OH, where he served 
for 4 years. 

In February, 1982, he became the Sen-
ior Pastorate of First Church of God in 
Columbus, OH. He was later con-
secrated to the office of Bishop in Sep-
tember 2001. 

Bishop Clarke is a respected commu-
nity leader in central Ohio and is the 
recipient of many honors and degrees 
for his service. He has served on the 
boards of various community organiza-
tions, and he has authored seven books. 

Having worshipped with him and his 
congregation, I can attest to his sig-
nificant impact on the community, and 
I am honored to call him a friend. 

Mr. President, I would like to recog-
nize Bishop Clarke for his dedicated 
service as he and his congregation cele-
brate this joyous occasion of his 30th 
year as Pastor and the First Church of 
God’s 75th anniversary. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

RECOGNIZING ARKANSAS 
CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL 

∑ Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, in 
1912, the Arkansas Children’s Home So-
ciety provided a safe haven for or-
phaned, neglected and abused children 
and opened the door to what is known 
today as the Arkansas Children’s Hos-
pital. 

Children’s welfare has always been 
the focus but over the decades, its ap-
proach evolved. What first started as 
an orphanage transformed into a hos-
pital with the mission to help children 
most in need. 

The facility has grown and thrived. 
The vision of the early hospital admin-
istrators has been realized and the 
dreams continue to get even bigger. 

Today the Arkansas Children’s Hos-
pital is a destination for children from 
all over the country to receive the best 
medical care available. Just as impor-
tant, it is a place that Arkansas chil-
dren can go, in State and close to 
home, for treatment for their illnesses. 

This is a state of the art facility that 
is using the newest technology and de-
veloping cutting edge treatments and 
cures for diseases affecting children. 
The scientists and doctors are advanc-
ing the world of medicine to help chil-
dren lead a healthy and happy life. 

Arkansas Children’s Hospital consist-
ently ranks as one of the leading em-
ployers in Arkansas. It is the only pe-
diatric Level I trauma center in the 
State, and it is the sixth largest in the 
United States. Thousands of Americans 
have experienced the renowned care of-
fered by the staff and facilities at 
ACH—many owe their lives to these 
world-class doctors and nurses that 
work here. 

This hospital is something the people 
of Arkansas can be proud of, both its 
history and its vision for the future. I 
wish to congratulate Dr. Jonathan 

Bates, president and CEO, as well as 
the administration, physicians, resi-
dents, and support staff on the 100th 
anniversary of Arkansas Children’s 
Hospital and I hope for its continued 
success for another 100 years.∑ 
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REMEMBERING CASEY RIBICOFF 
∑ Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President, last 
year we were all saddened to learn of 
the passing of Casey Ribicoff, a re-
markable woman and the wife of 
former Connecticut Senator Abe 
Ribicoff. In honor of Mrs. Ribicoff, I 
would like to have printed in the 
RECORD the moving tributes that were 
given at her funeral by some of those 
who knew her best. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

SENATOR CHRIS DODD—CASEY RIBICOFF 
EULOGY 

(Tuesday, Sept. 20, 2011) 
Thirteen years ago, I stood in this same 

spot to say goodbye and pay tribute to my 
friend and political mentor, Senator Abe 
Ribicoff. 

Peter, I am deeply honored that you asked 
me to share some brief comments this morn-
ing to celebrate the life of one of the smart-
est, most generous, elegant, funny, and 
downright fascinating people any of us ever 
met—Abe’s beloved partner, Casey. 

I first met Casey Ribicoff in 1974, during 
my first run for Congress in Connecticut. 

Senator Abe Ribicoff was himself up for re- 
election that year and he invited me to cam-
paign with him in New London. I was ex-
cited. The former Judge, Congressman, Gov-
ernor, Cabinet Member, and Senator, was a 
larger-than-life figure in Connecticut, and 
had been an influential force in American 
politics for the previous 30 years. 

My parents, who were deceased by 1974, had 
been friends and colleagues of Abe Ribicoff’s 
for many, many years, and I had been in his 
presence on numerous occasions. 

Now, there were many appropriate adjec-
tives to describe the Senator—able, thought-
ful, perceptive, conscientious, courageous, 
and eloquent, to name a few. Funny, fun-lov-
ing, joyous—how shall I say this—were not 
exactly the words that jumped out to you 
when you thought of the Senator. Abe 
Ribicoff was a very serious guy. 

So, on that fall day in 1974 when I first met 
Casey, right away, I knew this woman was 
different—a vibrant, vital force in any room. 
But on that day in 1974, something else was 
different—Abe Ribicoff was different. Dif-
ferent than I had ever seen him before. On 
that day, so many years ago, it was wonder-
ful to see the effect this striking vivacious 
woman had on Abe Ribicoff. 

I remember how much he laughed that day. 
In all the years I had known him, I had never 
seen Abe Ribicoff have as much fun as he was 
having with his lively Casey. What a dif-
ference she made in his life. 

That year, 1974, Abe Ribicoff was running 
for what he and Casey knew would be his last 
term in the United States Senate. I would 
wager that those last six years were among 
the most enjoyable in their lives together. 
Casey and Abe traveled widely, while deep-
ening friendships with people Casey brought 
into Abe’s life and people with whom Abe 
had developed a strong relationship in his 
public life. 

When that last term was up in 1980, Abe 
was so gracious to give the nominating 
speech for me to succeed him in the United 
States Senate. 
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